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For stats and facts on UofM football, detour to
gotigersgo.com

NFL Combine heads to
Germany ... from sports page 1
the talent pool internationally,”
said Damani Leech, NFL Chief
Operating Officer of Interna-
tional.  “Since 2017, the NFL’s
International Player Pathway
program has provided interna-
tional athletes the opportunity to
compete at the NFL level and de-
velop their skills, and we hope to
discover new talent through this
event in Germany.” 
All participants must meet NFL
eligibility requirements. Partici-
pants are also required to have
citizenship outside the United
States or Canada. Interested ath-
letes should send a detailed de-
scription of their athletic career
along with any video highlights
t o
InternationalCombine@nfl.com.
NFL International Player Path-
way Program background:
Instituted in 2017, the program
aims to provide international ath-
letes the opportunity to compete
at the NFL level, improve their
skills, and ultimately earn a spot
on an NFL roster. For the up-
coming 2019 NFL season, eight

teams will carry an additional
overseas player on their practice
squads as part of the Interna-
tional Player Pathway program.  
Joining AFC East clubs for the
2019 season are: Valentine
Holmes (New York Jets), a for-
mer professional rugby player in
Australia, Jakob Johnson (New
England Patriots), a former
University of Tennessee tight end
and German Football League
player, Durval Queiroz Neto
(Miami Dolphins), who played
football in Brazil, and Chris-
tian Wade (Buffalo Bills), a for-
mer England national rugby
player.
The four players that participated
in the program in 2018 will re-
turn to their NFC North teams for
the upcoming season. These
players are: Moritz Böhringer
(Cincinnati Bengals), who was
originally drafted in the sixth
round by the Minnesota Vikings
in 2016, German Football
League player Christopher
Ezeala (Baltimore Ravens), for-
mer British American Football

League player Tigie Sankoh
(Cleveland Browns) and former
English professional rugby
player Christian Scotland-
Williamson (Pittsburgh Steel-
ers). 
Notable International Player
Pathway Program Participants
Currently on NFL Rosters:

Jordan Mailata, Tackle (Aus-
tralia), Philadelphia Eagles
The 2018 NFL Draft culminated
an exciting time for Mailata, a
past program participant.  The
Samoan-born Australian former
professional rugby league player
for the South Sydney Rabbitohs
was drafted in the seventh round
by the Philadelphia Eagles
(thereby making him ineligible
for the International Player Path-
way Program).  Converted to
football full-time early in 2018,
the 6-8, 350-pounder impressed
NFL scouts at various workouts
with his strength, footwork and
athleticism, and continued his
football journey with the Eagles
during the 2018 season as the
youngest player on their roster. 

Efe Obada, Defensive End
(UK), Carolina Panthers
Obada was raised in London
after arriving from the Nether-
lands at age 10.  He signed as a
free agent for the Dallas Cow-
boys in 2015 after playing only
five games of amateur football
with the London Warriors. He
played in the preseason for the
Cowboys and spent part of the
2015 season on the club's prac-
tice squad. He has since had
spells on the rosters of the
Kansas City Chiefs and Atlanta
Falcons before joining the Car-
olina Panthers practice squad as
part of the 2017 International
Player Pathway Program. In
2018, Obada become the first
player from the NFL Interna-
tional Pathway program to make
a 53-man roster.  In Week 3
against the Cincinnati Bengals,
Obada played his first regular
season game, earning NFC De-
fensive Player of the Week hon-
ors for his one-sack,
one-interception performance.

Memphis 901 FC launches signature
line of apparel ... from sports page 1

to distinguish ourselves from the
norm and be trendsetters –
whether it was our crest, our
matchday experience, or our
brand,” Memphis 901 FC Presi-
dent Craig Unger said. “As we
continue to evolve both on and
off the pitch, today’s launch is
yet another example of why we
brought professional soccer to
Memphis – to be involved in the
global soccer conversation.
Fashion is an important piece in
that dialogue. Soccer fans and
Memphians have a certain atti-
tude, take pride in their passions,
and express themselves via the
clothes they wear. We’re excited
to provide a unique look for our
fans in the 901 and abroad.”
The apparel includes T-shirts,
polos and tanks for men, women,
and children. The style is a blend
of local aesthetic, European
flare, contemporary soccer fash-
ion, and streetwear. The crown
element from the Club’s crest –
a fan favorite – is prominently
featured, the Club’s slogan “De-
fend Memphis” makes its fash-
ion debut, and a rugby style polo
with “Memphis 901 FC” embla-
zoned on the front shouts associ-
ation football.
The collection is available on-
line at

www.shop.memphis901fc.com
in the coming days.
901 FC hits the road for one con-
test before playing three-straight
at AutoZone Park on July 17,
July 20, and July 27.
Tickets for the remainder of the
season are available at
www.memphis901fc.com/tick-
ets. 
For the latest information on the
team, visit
www.memphis901fc.com and
follow the club on social media
on Twitter, Facebook, and Insta-
gram.
Memphis 901 FC is a profes-
sional American soccer team
playing in its first season in the
United Soccer League Champi-
onship. Memphis 901 FC, led by
Principal Owner Peter Freund,
Minority Owner Tim Howard,
President Craig Unger, Sporting

Director Andrew Bell, and head
coach Tim Mulqueen, is part of a
market that includes over 8,000
youth soccer players, an estab-
lished American Outlaws chap-
ter, and strong collegiate
programs.
The United Soccer League
(USL) is the largest professional
soccer organization in North
America, possessing nearly a
decade of experience in bringing
the world’s game to communities
across the United States and
Canada. Overseeing the USL
Championship, USL League
One, and USL League Two, the
organization is built on a proven
and recognized model in interna-
tional football and counts more
than 100 clubs in its member-
ship.
Based in Tampa, Florida, the
USL has grown over the past
decade into a model organization
with strong corporate partner-
ships, stable organizational lead-
ership and a dedicated staff that
provides outstanding support to
member clubs and outside part-
ners. Sanctioned by the U.S. Soc-
cer Federation and Canadian
Soccer Association, the USL is
#UnitedForSoccer.

Models show off the ‘brand-new’ signature line of Memphis 901 FC for enthusiastic soccer
fans to show their support of the team and their love for soccer. The exclusive line includes
T-shirts, polos, and tanks for men, women, and kids. (Photo/Courtesy: Memphis 901 FC)  

“When we first launched our
Club this past fall, our goal
was to distinguish ourselves
from the norm and be trend-
setters – whether it was our
crest, our matchday experi-
ence, or our brand,” Mem-
phis 901 FC President Craig
Unger said.


